MEDALS AND MEMORIES MINUTES

When Tommy Prince (1915-
1977) was presented the
Military Medal and Silver Star
on behalf of the American
President by King George VI

at Buckingham Palace, he

Sergeant Tommy Prince (R, had come a long way from
M.M., Tst Canadian Parachute
Battalion, with his brother,
Private Morris Prince, at an
investiture at Buckingham
Palace. Feb. 1945 tary service in Manitoba.

Christopher J. Woods /
Canada. Dept. of National
Defence / Library and Archives
Canada / PA-142289

the elite First Special Service

being turned down for mili-

Prince made his name with

Force dubbed the Devil’s Brigade. In 1944 in ltaly
Prince set up for four days behind enemy lines in an
abandoned farmhouse to report the location of
German assembly points. When the 1,400 metres of
telephone wire connecting him to his forces was
knocked out, Prince grabbed a hoe and civilian cloth-
ing and rejoined the break in the wire while pretend-
ing to tie his shoe laces. The citation for his Military
Medal read, “Sergeant Prince’s courage and utter dis-
regard for personal safety were an inspiration to his
fellows and a marked credit to his unit”. Later in ltaly
under similarly difficult circumstances, Prince reported
information that lead the brigade to capture over a

thousand German soldiers.
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